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puddles. Rainy days, when spent in this way, are welcomed
rather than rebelled against.
All sorts of materials to handle, look at, and listen to give
children a wealth of sense experience. Colored scraps of
silk and other fabrics, material of varying weights and sizes,
musical bells, wooden tone bars, and feathers are fascinating
to manipulate.
Attention should also be given to the aesthetic aspect of
the environment. Any home can furnish three elements
of beauty — simplicity of line and form, a feeling of space,
and harmony of color. Elimination of the superfluous is
often the first step to take in making the home more beauti-
ful. A wall space for just one picture which can be changed
from time to time is a miniature art gallery for the child.
Many children's picture books are works of art. A low
easel by the window offers opportunity for self-expression.
The victrola and radio contain writhin them the possibili-
ties for both desirable and undesirable cultural influences.
Taking away a child's play material results in restlessness
more frequently than in stimulation of highly imaginative
play and conversation. It has been found that frustration
resulting from making unavailable the toys previously en-
joyed by certain preschool children produced restlessness,
attempts to escape from the frustrating situation, a marked
reduction in the amount of play, a decrease in the con-
structiveness of play, marked increase of tension indicated by
boisterousness and the like or decrease of tension indicated
by passive behavior or quite highly imaginative play and
frequent changes in mood and in emotional expressiveness
Depriving these young children of play materials, instead of
leading them to seek companionship threw them back upon
their own resources. On the other hand, providing play ma-
terials that required collaboration encouraged co-operation.
Companionship with Other Children.— Children learn
from each other. Big brother's conversation is often a
strong incentive to little sister's speech. One two-year-old
girl tries to imitate everything her three-year-old brother

